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. 
Max the 29th, 1723. 
Corte ot ee 2 oe Coe ee eee 


Conyers, Mayor. 


Cm ſpecial tent” in Feſto Sandi: 
Barnabæ A poſtol. ſcilicet Mar- 
tis xj Die Juny, 1723. An. 
noque Regni Regis GERORGII 


Magnæ Britanniæ, &c. Non. 


I is order'd, That the Thanks of thi: 
Court be given to the Reverend 
Dr. Waterland, for his Sermon preach'd be- 
fore this Court, and the Liveries of the 
ſeveral Companies of this City, at the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on Wedye/- 
day, the Twenty Ninth Day of May laſt; 
being appointed by Act of Parliament, 20 
an Anniverſary Day of Thankfgiving, for 
the Reſtoration of the Royal Family and 
Government: And chat he be delir'd to 
print the ſam. 
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SER MON 


Preach'd at the 


Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 


Before the 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


LORD-MAYOR, 
A 4 DES M-4-N; 


Citizens of LONDON, 
On Wedneſday, May 29. 1723. 


Being the Anniverſary Day of 
Thankſgiving for the Reſtoration. 


|. ih 4 
DANIEL WATERLAND, D. D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to His MAJESTY. 8 
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Printed for W. and J. INN YS, at the Ve End 
| of St. Paul's, M pcc xx111. 
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Feel. 2 8. vi. 14. 


In the day of proſperity be joyful, but in the 
day of adverſity conſider : God aljo hail» 
ſet the one over againſt the other, to the 
end that man ſhould find nothing after 


him. 


HE Words which I have here 
cited are in ſome meaſure 
obſcure, and of doubtiul 
Meaning; which is no Fault 
of the Tranſlation, ſince the 
Original itlelf is here allo 
ambiguous, and fairly capable of more 
Meanings than one, 
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Our Tranſlators have left a Latitude in 
their Verſion of the Place, not taking upon 
them to determine the Senſe where the 


generalit) of the Expreſſion in the Original 


had left it undetermin'd; left they ſhould 


thereby foreſtal the Reader's Judgment, 
and make a Comment inſtcad of a Tran— 


lation. A ſafe and prudent Rule in Tran- 


lations, to leave a Jext in the ſame 


doubtful State wherein it was found; rather 
than to fix and determine it to a certain 
Meaning, upon uncertain Conjectures. It 
may be left to Commentators, whole proper 
Buſineſs it is, to point out ſome deter- 
minate Senſe for a Reader to fix upon: 
And if it be not certainly the true Senſe, 
yet if it be a good Senſe, and as probable 
as any other, it may very well pals for the 
true one, till a truer can be found. 

Now, as to the Text before us, the 
firſt Words of it, In the day of proſperity 
be joyful, have no Difficulty: The Senſe 
is plain ard obvious, and thus far Fnter- 
preters arc agreed, The next Clauſe, But 
in the day of adverſity conſider, may well 
er ough bear to be changed into this; Bui 
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conſicler alſo the day of adwerſity; that is, 


look backwards, or forwards, to the day 
of adwverſity ; as being that which went 
before, and may allo enſue upon the Day 


of Proſperity : For, God hath ſet the one over 


againſt the other; ſo LE render this Clauſe 
(inſtcad of God alſo hath ſet, &c.) the 
better to preſerve the Connexion and Co- 
herence of one part with another. The 
laſt Words of the Text are the moſt ob- 
{cure of any, and capable of divers Mca- 
nings ; to the end that man ſhould find nothing 
after him. I ſhall not trouble you with a 
tedious Recital of the ſeveral Conſtructi- 
ons put upon them by ditterent Interpre- 
ters; ſome referring the Words, after him, 
to Man, the neareſt Autecedent; and others, 
I think rightly, to God, the more remote. 
Inſtead of the Words, to the end that man 
ſhould find nothing after him, I ſhould 
rather chuſe another Rendring which the 
Words of the Original will very well 
bear, and which makes the Senſe more 
natural and coherent ; in ſuch a way (order, 


of method ) that man can find nothing after 
bim: nothing after God, nothing to correct 
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or juſtly complain of. The "Whole Verſe 


then may, I conceive, be thus rightly 
paraphras'd. 
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* In the day of proſperity be joyful, re- 
ceiving and enjoying the Bleſſings of 
Heaven with Thankfulneſs and Chear- 
fulneſs; But conſider alſo the day of 
adverſity, as what went before, or may 
again return: For God hath ſet the one 
over againſt the other, in ſuch a way; 

He hath ſo mingled and temper'd proſpe- 
rity and Adverſity together, and hath 
ſo exactly balanc'd one with the other, 
that no man, afier him, can find any thing 
to correct, or complain of with any 
Reaſon ; nothing wiſer or better can 
be contrived or thought on, for the 
due Government of the moral World, 
after what unerring Wiſdom has once 


fix d and ſcttled. 


The Text, thus underſtood, will lead 


me to diſcourſe upon the manifold Wiſ— 
dom of Divine Providence, in the various 


Turns and Viciilitudes of buman Affairs; 


the 
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the interchangeable Succeſſions of Judg- 
ments and Mercies, whether towards par- 
ticular Men, or whole Bodies of Men, 
Churches and Kingdoms ; the Revolutions 
of States, and Fortune of Empires, pub- 
lick Calamities and publick Bleflings re- 
turning in their appointed Seaſons: A Sub- 
ject uſeful at all Times, and particularly 
ſuitable to this Day's Solemnity. For, 
though (God be thanked) the Bleſlings 
which we now commemorate may turn 


our Thoughts chiefly to the brighter Side 


of Divine Providence; yet both the Ad- 


vice of the Text, and the Reaſon of the 
Thing, call upon us to conſider the dark 
Side allo. We ſhall have no full Senſe 


of the Mercies we enjoy, till we look 


back to the Calamitics which we once 


lay under: Neither ſhall we be in a right 


Diſpoſition to make the beſt Uſe of what 
we have, unleſs we look forward to the 


great Uncertainty and Inſtability of all 
* Things bere below ; how ſuddenly Ad- 
verſity may overtake us, and a Cloud over- 
2 ſhadow us, amidſt our Rejoycings. We 
have had our Days of Proſperity, and our 


Days 
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Days of Adzerſty; as all other Nation | 
alſo have had theirs : Gott hath ſet the one 
over againſt the other, in the ordinary Courſe 
of his Providence, to chaſtiſe, try, exer- 
eile, or improve Mankind. His Goodneſs 
is chiefly ſeen in one, his Juſtice in the 
other; his Miſdom md his Power in both. 
In diſcourſing farther, 


I. 1 ſhall firſt obſerve, in the general, 

That we ought to look up to God as 

the ſupreme Anthor both of Calamitics 
and Bleſſings. 

II. I ſhall apply the general Doctrine 
to the particular Caſe of our late 
Troubles, and our Deliverance from 
them in the happy Reſtoration. 

III. I ſhall point out the proper Uſe 
and Improvement to be made of 


all. 


I. I am, firſt, to obſerve, in the general, 
That we ought always to look up to God, 
as the ſupreme Author both of came | 
and Bleſſings. His Providence ſteers and 
governs all Things both in Heaven and 

Earth. 
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Earth. Every ſeemingly uncertain Chance, 
or wandring Caſualty is directed to its 
proper End by his unerring Wiſdom. Not 
a Hair of any Man's Head periſhes, nor 
ſo much as a Sparrow falls, but by his 
Guidance, or Permiſſion. Second Cauſes are 
entirely in the Hands of their Firſt Mover: 


even the voluntary Counſels and Contri- 


vances of moral Agents, are all conducted 


by his Rule and Governance ; and are fo 
curiouſly wrought in, and interwoven with 
his eternal Purpoſes, as to make up, in 
the whole, one cntire, uniform, and beau- 
tiful Contexture. He hath the Hearts and 
Wills of all Men under his ſovereign Com- 
mand, winding and turning them by ſecret 


and irreſiſtible Influences, to bring about 


his own good and great Deſigns. So that 
all Events, whether calamitous or proſpe- 


rous, are in the laſt Reſult to be aſcribed 


to his direGive, or permiſſive. Providence: 


Which I may ſhow a little more parti- 


cularly, firſt of Calamities, and next of 
Bleſſungs. | 10 ; 
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1. As to Calamities, it is ſaid, Shall ther: 
be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not don: 
it? Amos 3. 6. And in another Place. 
I form the light, and create darkneſs ; I mak: 
peace, aud create evil; I the Lord do a 
theſe Things : (Ita. 45. 7.) That is, either 
by Direction, or Permiſſion. Accordingly, 
Dawid ſcrupled not to ſay, that the Lord 
had hidden Shimei to curſe him, 2 Sam. 16. 


10, 11. And Abſalom's Wickedneſs in 


rebelling againſt his Royal Father, and 


going in unto his Father”s Concubines, (2 2 Sam 
16. 22.) were à Judgment of God upor 
Dawvid, conſequent upon God's avenginy 
Sentence pronounc'd againſt him in the 
Matter of Uriah: For thus ſaith the Lord, 


behold, I will raiſe up evil againſt thee ou 


of ove own houſe ; and I willtake thy wiwc; 
before thine eyes, and give them unto th) 
neighbour : and. he ſhall lie with thy wiv; 
in the fight of this ſun. For-thou didjt i 
fecretly, but I will da this thing before all Iſras!, 


and before the Sun, 2 Sam. 12. 1 ra. 


When God {ces fit * execute Vengeance, 


be. unte the Hands of. wicked Men, and lets 


the I. 
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them loole to commit all Uncleanneſs and 
Jniquity. with grecdineſs. He withdraws 
his protecting Arm, for a Time, from thoſe 
whom he has once determin'd to chaſtiſe. 
And in ſuch a Caſe it is all one to him 
whether the Fury. of wild Beaſts, or that 
of wilder Men, be let in upon them, to 
execute his iighreons Judgments This 
is no Reflection upon his Holincſs, or un- 
ſpotted Purity; as if he either ſtood in 
need of Men's \Wickednets; or were con- 
fenting unto it: Bur ic is a+ marvellous 
Inſtance of divine Wildom in conducting 
all Things to {ome excellent Purpoſe, that 
the very worſt of all. ſhall not return 
uſcleſs, or empty ; but the very Things 
which-of all others are the moſt diſpleaſing 
and hateful to him, ſhall vet be turn'd'to'a 
good Uſe, and made to ſetve the Ends of 
his G-ory ; while the wicked Actors either 
det gn nothing of it, or delign the quite 
contrary. To Them remains © Fame: and 
| Confuſion of Face, for the Evil of their 
Doings : To Him, Gloiy. and Praiſe, for 
bringing good out of evil. Thus the Ser- 
pent was ſullercd to beguile E, and Exe 
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to deceive Adam, which brought on a Curſe 
upon them and theirs : But out of this 
Miſchief, was made to ſpring up an evcr- 
laſting Covenant of Mercy ; and the Curſe 
was thereby converted into a Bleſſing, 
Joſeph was mean]y, and maliciouſly Sold 
into Egypt by his inhuman Brethren : They 
did wickedly therein, but God was wil: 
and gracious in permitting it; as fully ap- 
peared by what followed after. God ſuf. 
fered Satan to afflict Job , in a very gric- 
ous Meaſure : But then he made it ſubſer- 
vient to Job's Happineſs, and to his own 
Glory. In like manner he ſuffer'd Judas 
to betray, and the Fews ro crucify our 
Bleſſed Saviour: They acted wickedly, 
exceeding wickedly; but God was very 
zuſt and kind in permitting them ſo to do, 
to bring about the great and glorious Pur- 
poles of Man's Redemption. 

Such is the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
Almighty God in conducting all Events 
to his own Glory; and making both wick- 
ed Men and Devils undeſigning Inſtru— 
ments to execute his all-wiſe and ſecre 
Counſels. TL 
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The Ends which God hath to ſerve, in 
any great Calamities, are many and various, 
and often dark and myſterious ; that it 
may be hard to know on what ſpecial 
Errand they come, and whether they be 
deſign'd more for Tryal and Exerciſe, than 
for Vengeance or Puniſhment. Only, in Na- 
tional Viſitations, we may reaſonably judge, 
for the moſt Part, that one particular End 
and Deſign of them is Correction and 
Chaſtiſement for National Sins. This was 
maniſeſt all along in the Jewiſh Church 
and Nation. The Calamities they ſuffer'd 
by Sword, Feſtilence, Famine, or Captivity, 
were all ſo many Judgments upon them, 
bearing a viſible Reference and Proportion 
to the Nature, Number, and Aggravations 
of their Sins and Impieties. And the Rea- 
lon given by Almighty God, in the 
Caſe of the Amorites, whom he would not 
finally cut off before their Iniquities were 


full, ( Gen. 15. 16.) ſeems to carry in it 
the Force of an Argument for the Truth 
of the Obſervation in general; and may 
give Light into the Methods of God's 


Vindictive Dealings with whole Nations, 
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or Communities. From the Conliderati- 
on of Calamities let us turn our Eycs 
to a more plealing Proſpect, namely, to 


that of Ble ſngs. 


2. The very Name of Bleſſings intimate: 
their Author, and {peaks their divine Oli 
ginal, The common Sentiments of Man- 
kind, upon which the Cuſtom of Speech 
is form'd, ſeem to agree in this; that 
proſperous Events are the Bleſlings of Pro- 
vidence, and the Gitts of God. And they 
ought indeed to be eſteemed of as ſuch, 
being more peculiarly and cminently his 
Works. They are what he particularly 
delights, and, as it were, triumphs in; 
and more abundantly diſplays his Powcr 
in effecting. They fall in with his Pri. 
mary and Original Deſign in creating us; 


which was no other than to {et forth his 
own Goodneſs, and to promote our Wel- 


fare and Happineſs. And though Calami- 
ties are, in their Seaſon, neceſſary to this 
very End; yet it is that Neceſſiiy alone 
which makes them eligible : For, God 

does 
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does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
dren of men. 


Belides, that Afflictions and Troubles 


are, for the moſt Part, owing rather to 


God's permiſſiwe, than directing Providence; 
and are often little more than the Natural 
Fruits and Conſequence of Men's Sins. 
As when Animoſitics run high, and Am— 
bition and Avarice, and other vile Affecti— 
ons reign ; when Publick-Spiritedneſs de- 
cays, and Religion declines, and Charity 


waxes cold; the Natural Effect and Reſult 


hereof, can be nothing elſe but the Deſo- 


lation, the Miſery, the Ruins of a Land: 


So that Men may juſtly blame themſelves 
for the Calamities of their own making. 


But Bleflings and Comforts are more dire&- 


ly and plainly the Work of God. No 


Device or Art of Man could ever be able 
to procure even the erdinary Comforts of 
Life without Cod's ſpecial Afliſtance : 
And as to extraordinary Turns and Rcvolu— 
ations of State, ſuch as we this Day com- 
memorate, his Interpoſal in {uch Caſes. 
is often clear and manifeſt, They are 
1 | C brought 
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brought about by ſurprizing Incidents, and 
by ſome marvellous Train of Providence: | 
to ſhow that the whole contriving, con. 
ducing, and compleating them are entire! 


his. 1 proceed then, 


H. To apply the general Doctrine to 
the particular Caſe of our late 
Troubles, and our Deliverance fron 
them in the Happy Reſtoration. 


We mult firſt take a brief, ſummary Sur. 
vey of thoſe Calamities, under which thi 
Church and Nation had for many Yea: 


groaned. Whoever will be at the Pair: 


ro peruſe the black Hiſtory of thofe ie 
bellious Times, will there find ſuch am- 
ing Circumſtances of Diſtraction, Horror, 
and Confuſion, as are ſcarce to be paral 
lePd in any Chriſtian Annals: Such Info 
lencies, Oppreſſions, Rapines, Murder, 


Treaſons, ſo openly carried on, without 


Remorſe or Shame, among age pra re. 
formed Chriſtians, Neighbours of the ſame 


Kingdom, and Brethren of the fame How 
thould; 
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old; and all this with ſuch a glozing 
Show of Piety and Devotion, with Hands 


and Eyes lift up to Heaven, ſeeking 1þe 


Lord, as the Phrale then was: Such a 
Scene, I believe, as was never before ſcen 
or heard of; and when it was, might have 
made a generons Mind almoſt diſdain the 


Relation he bears to the Species, or even 


to bluſh for the Reproach of being 


reckon'd to the Kind. Miſguided Zea- 


lots took upon them to ſet Rules to their 
Superiors; to trample on all Laws, Sacred 


or Civil ; to involve Three Kingdoms in 


a dreadful War, wherein were loſt above 


Two Hundred Thouland Lives; the braveſt 


Blood of the Country ſpilled, the worthi- 
eſt Families ſtripp'd, plunder'd, and un- 
done. Under Pretence of eſpouſing Li- 
berty and Property, thoſe wretched Patriots 
pulled down all the ancient Fences made 
for the Security of Both; ſhowing at 
length what Kind of Liberty it was that 
they affected: Liberty to impriſon, baniſh, 
* plunder, and deſtroy all that had cither 
Loyalty to provoke their Reſentments, or 
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Revenues to ſupply their Avarice ; Liber. 
ty firſt to deface, ſpoil, and cruſh the 
Monarch, and next to accuſe and con. 
demn and in the End to murder the Man: 
Liberty to tread under Foot all Authorities, 
to ſet up and pull down Parliaments, o 
to model them at Pleaſure ; to aboliſh x 
whole Houſe of Peers, and almoſt to cx: 
tinguiſh the Nobility, railing up the very 
Dregs of the Populace to uſurp their Pla 
ces: In a word, Liberty to turn a King. 
dom upſide down, and to leave it lan- 
guſhing, and well nigh expiring in its mi 
ſerable Diſtractions, and moſt deplorabl: 
Confuſions. Such was the {ad and mourn: 
ful Eſtate of this unhappy Iſland in it 
Civil Capacity. But its Religions one wa: 
ſtill worſe, and of more melancholy Con: 
ſideration; in as much as the Concern 
ments of it are higher, and reach farthe! 
than the other. Our excellent Church 
was ſoon vanquith'd and trodden down, 
after the King, its nurſing Father, had lol: 
his Head in Defence of it. When Av 
narchy once failed, Epiſcopacy could not 


long 
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: long ſurvive: That venerable, ancient, A- 
| poſtolical Order fell a Sacrifice to miſguided 


Zeal, and blind popular Fury. Then be- 


gan conceited Ignorance to triumph, wide 


and far, over Learning and ſound Know- 
ledge; Novelty over Antiquity ; Confuſion 


over Order; Schiſm, Hereſy and Blaſphe- 
my, over Unity, Orthodoxy and fincere 


Piety. This was refining upon the Church 


of England Theſe our Reformers ! 

It were endleſs to proceed in the m-lan- 
cholly Story of the Church, and moſt de- 
plorable State of Religion 1n thoſe Times ; 
when it ſeem'd all to degenerate into a 
ſolemn Cant, or into the vileſt Hypocrily ; 
was moſtly Outſide, Cover, and Pretence, 
to beguile ſome Perſons out of their E flates, 
and others out of their Lives. 

But I forbear: Let us come to the 
Conſideration of God's over-ruling Pro- 


vidence in thole {ad Calamities. It may 
ſound harſh to ſay it, but ſo it was; The 


Hand cf the Lord was in all this. Thoſe 
deplorable Diſtractions were his Judgments; 
the enraged Multitudes were the Minilters 


of 
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of his Vengcance: And what they did 
wickedly, traiterouſly, rebelliouſſy, was 
by the determinate Counſel, and Fore- 
knowledge of God, wilely, righteoully, 
and even graciouſly permitted. Perhaps, 
for the Trial and Exerciſe of good Men, 
to improve their Virtues, and to heighten 
their Rewards : Perhaps, to teach us, by 
dear-bought Experience, to ſet the higher 
Price and Value upon good Order and 
Regularity, and to make us for ever after 
abhor ſuch Principles, or ſuch Practices 
as tend to overthrow them. Perhaps, for 
the greater Honour of our excellent 
Church, permitted, for a while, to lic 
bleeding of the Wounds received from 
her Enemies; that as in moſt other Cir- 
cumſtances ſhe had come the neareſt to 
the primitive Churches, ſo ſhe might not 
be far behind them in Sufferings alſo. 
However dark and myſterious the 
Deſigns of Providence may be, one Thing 
however 1s evident, that God's avenging 
Juflice was particularly ſeen in thoſe 
Times of Trouble; Juſtice upon a ſcnfi! 


Na- 
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| Nation, upon all. Orders and Degrees 
of Men, upon all Kinds, Secs and Par- 
: ties; as all, more or leſs, contributed 
| either to the Riſe, or Growth, or Con- 
tinuance of them. Faults there were, 
many and great, on all Sides; and all 
| in their Turns ſuffered for them. The 

Churchmen and Royaliſts, many of them, 
for being too full. of Heat and Reſent- 
ment, for taking unwarrantable Steps at 
the Beginning, and making uſe of un- 
ſeaſonable Severities, and ſome unuſual 
Stretches of Prerogative ; which gave great 
Offence, and firſt paved the Way to our 
future Troubles. And Theſe were the firſt 
that felt the Weight of the enſuing Cala» 
mities. 

The Diſciplinarians as juſtly ſuffered for 
the Lengths they ran in the Rebellion; for. 
their unreaſonable Prejudicies againſt the 
Crown, and the Mitre; and for the deſpe- 

rate Steps they took to introduce their 

' Diſcipline, and to new. model our Religion. 

They were remarkably defeated and diſap- 
pointed in all their faireſt Hopes, and 
2 moſt 


tra 
I 
* —B 
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moſt promiſing ExpeRations ; the divine 


Juſtice, at length, raiſing up a New Sell 
to be a Scourge for them, as they had been 
to others. 

And even the New Seq, or Medley of 
Sectaries, (as they were then called) They 
did not long enjoy the Spoils of their 
Iniquity, but were many of them grievouſſ) 
oppre(s'd and haraſs'd by the Hrannical 
Power which themſelves had ſet up. Thus 
was the divine Juſtice viſibly exercis'd upon 
all Parties, one after another: Which at 
length happily ended in diſpoſing all to ac- 
cept of their true, and only Cure, the Refio- 
ration. The Sovereign reſumed his Throne; 
the Nobility their ancient Grandeur, and 
Seats in Parliament; the Biſhops their Sees; 
the Loyal Gentry their Eſtates andPrivilegecs ; 
the Commons their Rights and Franchiſes ; 
the whole Kingdom their Freedom, Safety, 
and Tranquillity, The Power Military 


again became regularly ſubject to the Ci; 


and now Law and juſtice flowed in their 
ancient Channels: Mutiny and i-if{cord 
ceaſed ; all things reverted to their primi- 

| tive 
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tive Order and RKegularity, calm, quiet, 


and compoſed: Nothing but Joy and Glad- 


[nels ſeen in cvery Face; ſome few only 


excepted , whom their Crimes had made 


deſperate, and who were left to repine 
in Corners. This was the Lord's doing, 


and it igt marc elous in our eyes That ſo 
many jarring Factions, and diſunited Par- 
tics, with ſo many different Views, divi- 
ded Intereſts and Aﬀections, ſhould yet 
unite together in one common Deſign, 
ſhould join Heads, Hearts, and Hands in 
the Re ſtoration; tho” they had molt of them 
again and again centred into Solcmn 
Refolutions, and repeated Oaths, Covenants, 
and Engagements to the contrary. What 
could ever have brought about fo ſurpri— 
zing a Revolution, ſo caſily, ſo ſuddenly, 


ſo irreſiſtibly, but an Almighty Arm pre- 
ſiding over Kingdoms, and bearing Sove- 
'reign Sway over the very Hearts and Wills 
of Men? I need not proceed farther in 
deſcribing the Happineſs of the Reſtoration : 
I have been doing it in Effect, and perhaps 
in the ſtrongeſt and moſt awakening Man- 


D ner, 
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ner, while I have been ſetting forth thi 
many and dreadful Milcries which preceded 
it, and from which we were delivered by 
it. 


All Happineſs in this World, is but com. 


parative ; and is never ſo clearly ſeen, or 
ſenſibly perceived, as when we duly con. 
ſider, or experimentally know what it 
was to want it. The Blcfling of Health 
is then beſt underſtood, after we have felt 
the Pain, the Weariſomneſs, the An 
guiſh of an acute Diſeaſe, or , long Sick- 
neſs, The Fruits of Liberty have the more 
grateful Relith after the uneaſy Hours of 2 
cloſe and tedious Confinement. How 
welcome is Repoſe and Reſt after great 
Foils and Fatigues! How comfortable i; 
Peace after the doubtful Hazards and Hard- 
ſhips of a conſuming War! And how ex. 
ceedingly delightful and tranſporting muſt 
good Order and Government appear, after 
recounting the Miſeries of popular Tu 


mults, the diſtracting Scenes of Anarch) 
and Confuſion 
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Sceing then it hath pleaſed Almighty 
God thus miraculouſly to heal our Breaches, 
and to bind up our Wounds ; what re- 


mains, but that we rejoice in the day 


which the Lord bath made, and that we en- 
deavour proper and ſuitable Returns of 
Praiſe, and Adoration, of Obedience and 
Service to him. Which brings me to my 
laſt general Head, namely, 


HI. To point out the proper Uſe and 
Improvement to be made of all. And 
here I need not go farther than the Ad- 
vice of the Text. I the Day of proſperi- 
ty be joyful; but conſider allo that the day of 
adverſity may come. Therefore prepare 
for it, and guęrd againſt it. And in or- 
der thereto, out of many good Rules which 
might be proper to this End, I (hall men- 
tion two only, that I may draw to a Con- 


cluſion. 


I. The firſt is, to be watchful over the 
' Beginnings, over the firſt Tendencies o 
publick Broils or Diſtractions. To what a 
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hideous Length did many run in our late 
Troubles, who at fitſt never intended it! 
But one Thing inſenſibly drew on ano- 
ther: And many unforeſeen Incident; 
drove Men on, when once entred, be- 
yond their firſt Thoughts and Counſel; 
till they were gradually led up to the very 
higheſt Pitch of Impiety and Wicked. 
neſs. From repreſenting Grievances, they 
proceeded to undutiful Petitions, from Pe 
titions to ſeditious Remonſtrances, from 


Remonſtrances to Covenants and Aſſpciati 


ons, then to Riots and Tumults, and {6 
on to open Rebellions. Thus came ow 


Miſerics rolling on, like the Waves of 


the Sea, till they overwhelmed us. A few 
wiſe Counſels, and healing Meaſures, at 
the Beginning, might have accommodated 
the riſing Diftercnces, and have prevented 
what followed, 


2. A Second good Rule of Prudence 
and neceſſary Maxim in Life, is for Men 
to know when they are well: Not to be too 
humourſonie and delicate, if Things do 
not 
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— exactly anſwer what they may fondly 
expect, or wiſh for; Nor to affect Chan- 


ges at any Time without the greateſt Ne- 


ceſſity. This one Leſſon, well ſtudied 


and practiſed, might have prevented our 
Twenty Years Miſeries; and might have 
preſerved to us, for the whole Time, all 
that Happineſs which in the End we 


only regain d. We have felt the Miſchief 
of diſturbing Settlements, and throwing 
Government off the Hinges: Let ir be a 
Warning to all, not to be fond of Expe- 
riments of that Kind, but to prize and 
value an Eftabliſhment when they have it; 
particularly to be thankful for the Preſent 
one, which, through many doubtful 
Struggles, and weary Strifes, has been 


tranſmitted to us, from the Reſtoration 
down to this very Day; but withal ang- 


mented, improved, and ſtrengthened, as 


later Experiences have brought in more 
Wiſdom. 


Some, perhaps, led away with the 


empty Name, not conſidering the Thing, 
may be weak enough to wiſh for, or even 
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vain in enough to expect another Reftoraticn, 
as they would fallely call it. To ſuch, 
let the Advice be, To kwow when they are 
well, Reſtorations, properly lo call, 
ſuch as we this Day commemorate, are 
truly valuable. The reſtoring a King to 
his juſt Rights, and a People to their Re 
_ Liberty, and Eſtatcs, and all Or 
ders and Degrees of Men to theic ancient 
Powers and Privileges : Such a Reſtoration 
is a bleſled Thing indeed ; it is like re- 
ſtoring Life to Three Kingdoms. But what 
is it that wants to be reſtored at this Day! 
Is it the People's Liberties ? But no Nation 
under the Sun enjoys more, or greater: 
Or if they. did not, yet certainly, they 
can never improve National Liberty, by 
the Admiſlion of Arbitrary Rule, and Bog 
Tyranny, 

Is it Religion that wants reſtoring ? But, 
though Religion is not perhaps altogether 
in ſo flouriſhing a State as its beſt Friends 
may wiſh, or its Enemies fear; yet (God 
be thanked) it ſtill retains a good Degree 
of * and Splendor; Both which 


would 
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would be mightily impair'd and obſcur'd, 
and in a while deſtroyed, by letting in 
upon us FPypiſh Superſtition , and Ido- 
Harry, 


Does Monarchy, or Epiſcopacy, or Par- 


ale 
+ $/iamentary Powers want to be reſtored as 
Re. formerly? The Nobility to their Seats, the 


Clergy to their Cures, the Gentry to their 
Jr 89 
Paternal es No. Nor would 


the wildeſt Confuſions. 
Docs the Royal Family, as formerly, ſtill 


3 the Return of Fopery be a proper Means, 
e. vere there any Thing wanting of this 
W Kind, to reſtore, or to reſettle Men in their 
1 juſt Rights, but rather to unſettle every 
i Thing, and to throw us back again into 


„% Majeſty now reigning (and long may 
he reign ) is a Branch of the fame Royal 

Stock with him whoſe Reſtoration we are 

now celebrating; and but one Remove 

farther diſtant, in the Courſe of natural 

| | Deſcent , from the ſame Royal Frogenis 
tor, 


But 


1 2 


want reſtoring : 2 But, who knows not that 
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Fur, ſtrict lineal Succeſjzon, perhaps, i 
wanting. Be it ſo: It is a Happineſs v 1 F 
many, or moſt of our ancient and beſt King, 
from the . downwards, have al 
wanted. A Happineſs, no doubt, it is rol, 
have it (for Feace and Tranquility lake | 
when it can be had : that is, when it fall; N 
in with, or is not a Bar to a Kingdom 
Safety ; which is always of nearer Concern. 
ment than Feace or Tranquility. As bare 
Conveniences muſt ever yield to Neceſſities 
ſo muſt Conliderations of Peace to thoſe 
of Safety and reſervation, ſuch as without 
which a Kingdom cannot tolerably ſubſit 

To be ſhort, lineal Succeſſion is ſtill kep 
up, as far as 1s conſiſtent with the Nation 
juſt Rights and Liberties, or with the Fun, 
damental Laws and Conſtitution of rh: 
Kingdom; that is, as far as our Anceſtor 
(in whoſe Power it was) ever intended; 
any ſuch ftri& Rule of Succeſſion, or in 
Fact obſerved it: Nor can Reaſon, of 
good Senſe, or common Juſtice to a Fre 
People, and under a limited Monarchy, de: 
mand or admit of more. All Parties, in 
| | '| | hell 
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i dbeir Turns, will make uſe of ſach a 
ich plea, or Pretext, about Hereditary Right, 
hen it favours their Purpoſes, or falls 
110K, with their Inclinations : But as it never 
to has been, ſo we may be confident it never 
© ill be a Reaſon with any conſiderable 
Numbers of Men, but ſuch as have been 
before determin'd by other Reaſons, ſtronger 
ſand more prevailing. 

Real Scruples of Conſcience, as to this 
Particular, remain but with a Few, and 
thoſe the moſt Sedentary, and leaſt Enter- 
ring of any: And it will always caſt 


(iſt camp upon Men of that religions Frame, 
N Ind dewout Jcmper of Mind, ro conſider, 
On; 


tar what they would call reſtoring a King 
his juſt Right, would yet be reſtoring 
the Kingdom to nothing, but Slavery, Penury, 
br Perſecution , it may be, for the preſent ; 
Ind in the End, Superſtition, Darkneſs, 


Ind Idolatry. What good Man, however 
crupulous about the Rights of Princes, 
Freould not even dread ſuch a Reſtoration ; 
de Ind rather ſit down with his Scruples in 
, Mericement, Solitude and Repoſe, than 

E 


be 


«oft 
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be ever conſenting (upon very uncertain 
Reaſonings, and as uncertain Proſpect o 
Succeſs) to bring certain Miſery upon his 
Fellow Subjects? 2 hn: 

Upon the whole it appears (which i; 
what I intend by all I have here ſaid 
that ſuch a Reſtoration as ſome have vainl 
thought on, or endeavoured, could be 
nothing a-kin to that which we now com 
memorate ; but as unlike it, and contrary 
as poſſible in all material Circumſtances 
And the Reaſons which once fo ſtrong] 
pleaded for the one, do now as ſtronghy 
plead againſt the other; ſince it would 
not be reſtoring us to any Happineſs 
we want, but to ſuch Miſeries, or even 
to greater than thoſe from whichwe were 
this Day delivered. 

Let us then be thankful to Almighty 
God for the Bleſſings which he hath ſent 
us, and has preſerved to this Time 
For reſtoring to us our happy Conſit 
tution and legal Eſtabliſhment in Or 
Reign, and for watching over it in Ar 
ther; for ſecuring and ſtrengthning it in 

a Third 


(unleſs God for our 
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a Third, and for improving, fixing and 
perfecting it „in the Reigns following, 
Al which gives us grounds to hope 
Sins ſhall other- 
wiſe determine) that the Bleſſings which 
we now commemorate , 
laſting and durable for Ages to come, 
2s they are highly valuable for the pre- 
ſent. Let but the Spirit of Contention 
ceaſe, and Brotherly Love return: De— 
art from evil, and do good; and dwell for 


eVErmore. 


may prove as 
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